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Star Formation in Spiral Arms

The spiral pattern collects gas and dust as it sweeps across the Galaxy
disk. The pas is compressed into forming stars which develop first as
HII regions then young clusters.
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young star clusters
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. " L]
" dark nebulafmalecular b * e
clouds H.ngmns

Notice that the spiral pattern moves slower than the rotation of the stars
and gas. So stars form and move out from the spiral arms.
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